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Message from Jon  a Way, SICAN President 
 
President‟s Report 

 There is a saying that „time flies when you are having fun‟ and that 

certainly seems to be the case as we get older.  It is hard to believe that January 

is long gone and we are nearly through February.    I must commend a large 

number of the clubs for working so hard at the beginning of the year to get a 

large number of new members.   We look forward to welcoming each of those 

new members to Skål this year.     

 When I took over as President this year I spoke to at the Calgary dinner 

about two main things; the value of your Skål membership and our responsibility 

to mentor the young people of our industry.  I continue to remind you to look for 

ways to increase the value of your membership by visiting clubs outside your 

city.  If you are doing business in another country have you looked at the Skål 

International membership list to see which Skål members you can contact?  You 

may find a wealth of contacts at your fingertips. 

 Most of us have been in the travel industry for many, many years.  As the 

„veterans‟ of our industry I believe our responsibility to mentor one or more your 

people in the industry.  Yes, young people are still eager to be part of the 

hospitality and tourism industry.  We must show them that this is an industry 

they can survive and thrive within.  These young people are our future.  Most of 

us were mentored when we got into this business and it helped us continue with 

this career.  Who can you mentor this month, this year and into the future? 

 Just a reminder, I am hoping to meet a large number of Canadian 

Skålleagues in the coming months.  I will be visiting a number of clubs in May 

and June.  Our next opportunity to meet as a large group will be from May 6 – 9 

in Quebec City.  The host club is working very hard to put on a congress like no 

others.  Please consider attending – it will be very worth your while.  

www.naasc2010.com  

Until next time – Skål! 

Jona Way 

Skål International Canada President 2010 

Calgary Celebrate Induction of 2010 Calgary and 
SICAN Presidents 
 
Hotel Arts in Calgary was the site of the Skål International Calgary Christmas 

Party.  General Manager Mark Wilson and his staff did an outstanding job of 

making this a special event.  

Guests included Skål members from clubs in Victoria, Edmonton, Canadian 

Rockies, Quebec City and Halifax. 

2010 Calgary President, Richard Gotfried received the chain of office from 2009 

President, Pam Hesse.  The new board, full of first timers, was also introduced. 

John Duggan, 2009 Skål International President was present to bring greetings 

from Skål International Canada.  He then presented incoming President, Jona 

Way, with the chain of office for Canada.  In addition, Jona will be the NAASC 

Chair until the end of the Quebec City Congress. 

 

 

http://www.naasc2010.com/
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NAASC 
CONGRESS 
QUEBEC CITY 
 
Register Now 
 
To register for this 
congress, please visit 
the registration site 
and fill the form. 

 

 

www.naasc2010.com 

Registration Fees 
include:  
- Round-trip transfers 
Québec City airport / 
train station to Hotel  
- Three nights hotel 
accommodation at 
Fairmont Le Château 
Frontenac  
- Welcome Reception  
- Three (3) breakfasts & 
two (2) lunches  

Below L: Jona Way accepts the Skål International Canada chain of office from john 

Duggan, outgoing President. 

                                                                  

Below R: Jim Kitchen, John Duggan and 

Sandra Kitchen.  Sandra is a member of 

Skål International Canadian Rockies 

 

 
 

 

John Duggan, 2009 Skål International 

President, Jona Way 2010 Skål 

International President, Robin Cumine, 

President, Skål International Edmonton 

and Alison Partridge, President, Skål 

International Victoria. 
  

 

May 20, 2010 Tourism Leadership 

Summit in Orlando! 
https://www.tourismsummit.com 
The Orlando club is pleased to announce its Fourth Tourism Leadership Summit, 

scheduled for Thursday, May 20, 2010.  The secure website link is 

www.tourismsummit.com. 

   

We invite Skålleagues from Canada to participate.  It takes place the day 

immediately following the end of Pow Wow in Orlando, so any Skålleagues 

attending that event are already here.  

  

Our speaker lineup, we believe, is superior to most multi-day programs, and the 

register fee of just US$99 can't be beat.  Note, too, that registration is limited 

and open to anyone in management in the industry, regardless of membership in 

Skål (so any Skål member receiving this info is welcome to pass it along to their 

colleagues).  Over the years, we have found the programming to be a great 

recruiting tool for our club, as well as others. 

  

Best regards, 

  

Frederick Corrigan, President 

Travel Marketing International 

2431 Aloma Avenue, Suite 109 

Winter Park (Orlando), Florida 32792 USA 

Tel: +1.407.992.8102  

Fax: +1.407.479.3251 

http://www.tvlmi.com 

mailto:Loretta@mts.net
https://events.jpdl.com/ei/cm.esp?id=59&pageid=_2NZ0WGBRK
https://www.tourismsummit.com/
http://www.tourismsummit.com/
http://www.tvlmi.com/
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- Hosted City tour 
- Québec City Dine 
Around  
- Gala Reception & 
Dinner  
- Transportation to and 
from group functions 
- Complimentary "Green 
Parking" at the hotel for 
overnight guests with 
hybrid vehicles  
- Complimentary 
Internet Café (in-room 
as well if registered in 
advance) 
- All applicable taxes 

 

Late Booking Fees 
We encourage you to 
book early as our cut off 
date is March 31st, 
2010 and a late booking 
fee of $100 CAD will 
apply. 

 

Host Hôtel in 
Québec City 
  

Hôtel 
Fairmont Le 
Château 
Frontenac 

1, rue des Carrières, 
Québec, Québec, G1R 4P5 
TEL 418 692-3861 
http://www.fairmont.co
m/frontenac  

NAASC 2010 
Registration Congress 

Office - JPdL  
51, rue d'Auteuil  

Québec, QC Canada 
G1R 4C2 

Email: 
naasc2010@jpdl.com 

 
Rates: 

$ 1200 CAD Single  
$ 900 CAD Double Per 

Person 
 

Child and upgrades 
prices available upon 

request. 

 

A Note from John Duggan who highly recommends attending this 

Seminar:  

“I have attended this Summit two times and I am amazed at the quality 

of the speakers and the relevancy of the issues. 

This one day of professional interaction is not to be missed!”  

They have great speakers whom you would not usually hear but since 

most of them do business in the Orlando area, they make themselves 

available.  They are the who’s who of Orlando Tourism.  Skål, John 

Skål International Toronto 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE……..TORONTO……. February 5, 2010 

TORONTO SKAL INTERNATIONAL APPOINTS NEW 2010 BOARD  

Toronto Skål International recently announced the appointment of the new 2010 

Board at its Annual General Meeting at the Old Mill on January 26th, 2010. 

 The new President is Kim Clarke; Vice President, Stuart Morcombe; Treasurer, 

Susan Webb; Secretary, Wolf Paunic; SICAN Representative, John Scott; Past 
President, Jackie Lutz and Executive Secretary, Mike Hannah. 

Skål International is an International Association of Travel and Tourism 

Professionals.  Membership is voluntary and open to travel and tourism 

professionals in senior management positions who qualify according to the 

regulations of Skål International.  Skål International has over 20,000 members in 
450 clubs in 90 countries. 

Toronto Skål International has over 110 active, associate and life members.  To 

access information on becoming a member or for meeting information, visit 
www.torontoskal.org. 

Skål International Membership Campaign 
The Executive Committee of Skål International in recent years has placed a high 
priority on the development of Skål, both with regard to the intake of new members 
and the retention of current members. For the past number of years, Skål takes in 
approximately 3,000 members and loses and equal number, which means that the 
membership number stays static at just under 20,000 members.  
 
The target for membership, expressed in the annual budget, is 22,000 members and 
this figure is highly achievable. Studies have been done on the membership potential 
in all countries and with the travel and tourism industry fast becoming the number 
one industry worldwide, that potential is definitely there. To reach that target 
therefore we need to retain the existing membership and take in a further 2,000 
members by 30 September 2010. 
 
At present Skål International has 449 Clubs. In simplistic terms this would mean that 
each Club needs to find five new members and retain the existing number of 
members at the beginning of January 2010. We fully realise that not all Clubs will be 
able to do this but we also realise that some of the larger Clubs will be able to do 
more. We have one Club, for example, which has doubled its membership in 2009. 
 
We must also remember that Skål is a prestigious, international, professional 
association and there are many benefits to be found by joining.  In recent years Skål 

http://www.fairmont.com/frontenac
http://www.fairmont.com/frontenac
mailto:naasc2010@jpdl.com
http://www.torontoskal.org/
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Skål Toast 

To Fellow 
Skålleagues 
Everywhere 

Happiness 

Good Health 

Friendship 

Long Life 

SKAL! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

has put much more emphasis on the professional side of the association, becoming 
involved in trade fairs, more professional and educational congresses, business to 
business workshops, sustainable development in tourism etc. and work is ongoing to 
increase the opportunities for our members to do business together.  Although the 
association is built on a corner stone of friendship and amicale, these are not 
sufficient to sustain a Club and the networking between members locally, nationally 
and internationally must be heavily promoted and relied on for the success of the 
Clubs worldwide. 
 
Are you ready for the commitment to endeavour to increase the membership of your 
Club by at least 10% over what it was on 1 January 2010? If every member found just 
one new qualified member, this would double the membership in a short time.  
 
A copy of the Membership Proposal Form can be found by clicking here. 
 
The General Secretariat is very anxious to assist you in any way we can to help you 
with this membership drive. We will at your request send you material such as 
posters, Membership Proposal Forms, calendars, leaflets. Please send an e-mail to 
skal@skal.travel. The promotional Power Point presentations and the Skål 
promotional DVD can be downloaded from the ñMembers Onlyò area of the Sk¬l 
website.    
 

I look forward to working closely with you in achieving this target.  
 
Kind regards and Skål  
 
Jim Power  
Secretary General  
 

Skål International Edmonton 
The February meeting for the SKAL Edmonton Club is getting the reputation for being quite a 
raucous event!  IŜƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇƻǳǎŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
and this year we had over 60 in total celebrate with a loved one at the magnificent and 
newly renovated Sawridge Hotel in South Edmonton.  During the spectacular Valentines 
themed dinner Skålleagues and guests had to randomly pick from an envelope two cards; 
one card with a word that reflected a romantic nature and one that was quite unromantic. 
 9ŀŎƘ ǘŀōƭŜ ƘŀŘ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǇƻŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ both 
words. Each table then had to read their creation out to the group.  Just think of the hilarity 
when ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άŎƘŀƳǇŀƎƴŜέ ǿŀǎ ǇŀƛǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άƴƻǎŜ ƘŀƛǊέ ƻǊ άŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜέ ǿŀǎ ǇŀƛǊŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ά{ǇŜŜŘƻǎΗέ  
 
After dinner 5 couples were randomly selected to paǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ά.ŀƎ ŀ 
aŀǘŜΦέ tŀǇŜǊ ōŀƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘǳŦŦƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛȄŜŘ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ CƛǊǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ άŦƛƴŘέ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ was the winners. 
You never have seen so much timid groping and sniffing in your life so that members could 
άōŀƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǘŜΗέ 
 
Along with the hilarity and fun which is becoming standard fare at the SKAL Edmonton Club 
monthly meetings, the induction of Colin McBeath General Manager of the Sawridge took 
place with Mr. Paul Durand, President of SKAL Edmonton, warmly welcoming him to the 
club. Our next meeting will be held on March 10th ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 9ǊƴŜǎǘΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƻƴ 
the NAIT Campus in central Edmonton. 
 
SICAN Rep 
Andrew Hopkyns 

 

http://www.skal.org/formularios/alta/i/pdf/form.pdf
mailto:skal@skal.travel
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Skål International Canadian Rockies 

 Date:  February 16, 2010  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Lake Louise, AB:  On Wednesday February 10
th

, the SKÅL Club of the Canadian 

Rockies celebrated its 27
th

 Anniversary.  In the majestic setting of The Fairmont 

Chateau Lake Louise, the club welcomed special guests, 2010 SICAN President Jona 

Way and SKAL Calgary President, Richard Gotfried.  The evening was also an 

opportunity to induct three new members; Olaf Miedi, General Manager of The Coast 

Pyramid Lake Resort, Jasper, Matt McCormack, General Manager of the Radisson 

Hotel & Conference Centre Canmore and Darren VanMackelbergh, General Manager 

of Brewster Mountain Lodge, Banff.  The SKÅL Club of the Canadian Rockies 

includes tourism professionals from Banff, Canmore, Jasper, Lake Louise and 

Kananaskis and meets the second Wednesday of the month.   

 

Image:  SKAL Canadian Rockies Club Inducts Three Members 

 
Left to Right:  Bernhard Schneider, Skål Canadian Rockies President and GM of 

Mountain Park Lodges, Jasper; Olaf Miedi, GM The Coast Pyramid Lake Resort, 

Jasper; Mat McCormack, GM Radisson Hotel & Conference Centre, Canmore; 

Darren VanMackelbergh, GM Brewster Mountain Lodge, Banff; Bill Squarebriggs, 

SKAL Canadian Rockies Statutes Director and President of Sunset Alpine, Banff 

 

Image: 2010 SKAL Canadian Rockies Executive Welcomes SICAN and Calgary 
Presidentõs 
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Front Row Left to Right:  President; Bernhard Schneider, SKAL Canadian Rockies 

President; Jona Way, SICAN President; Richard Gotfried, SKAL Calgary 

Back Row Left to Right:  Jonathan Welsh, Secretary; Nancy Smith; SKAL 

International Programs; Rico Damota, Membership; Lee Novak, Treasurer; Chad 

Gulevich, Past President; Sandra Kitchen, Vice President; Paul Baxter, Social 

Director 

Image:  SKAL Canadian Rockies Celebrates 27 Years 

 
On February 10

th
, members and guests celebrate the 27

th
 Anniversary of the SKAL 

Canadian Rockies Club in front of the Olympic Rings Ice Sculpture at the Fairmont 

Chateau Lake Louse. 

For additional information: 

Sandra Kitchen 

SKÅL Club of the Canadian Rockies 

1-403-609-3935   s.kitchen@shaw.ca 

 

Skål International Montreal 
 

The Montreal Skål International Club Looks Back Fondly At 60 
Years of Continuous Activity and Prepares For the Future. 

 
What A Year for the Montreal Skål International Club! 
Under the Presidency of Pierre de Léséleuc, the Montreal Skål Club celebrated the 
60th anniversary of its creation as the principal representative on the Tourism 
Industry.  The first Canadian Club to be certified on March 8 1949, the Montreal Skål 
International Club assembles close to 60 senior decision makers from all types of 
tourism enterprises including, airlines, travel agents, hotels, tourism associations 
and tourism schools, among others. 
 
In 2009, the Club welcomed 15 new members and at a very special March meeting 
celebrating the founding of our Club, we hosted our sister club of Quebec City at the 
landmark Marriott Chateau Champlain Hotel.  The Montreal Skål Club was also the 
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ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀ ΨΩ¸ƻǳƴƎ {ƪňƭΩΩ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘŜsigned 
to encourage participation by junior tourism executives. 
 
The annual golf tournament was held at the Club de Golf de Loraine in June and it 
was a pleasure to host upwards of a 70% participation index by members all through 
the year. 
 
In January 2010, a new Board was chosen.  Pierre de Léséleuc was re-elected as 
President with Stewart Rubin as  Vice President, Gilles Doucet as Treasurer and 
Executive Secretary, Michel Garnier as Communications and Press Relations 
Chairperson, Christine Killinger as SICAN (Skål International, Canada) Representative,  
!ƭŀƴ 5Ω{ƻǳȊŀ ŀs  Well Being Committee Chairperson,  Éric Douay as Membership 
Officer and  Normand Fortier as Attendance Chairperson. 
 
What Will 2010 Be Made Of? 
άThe challenges are numerous and variedέ states Pierre de Léséleuc.  άIt will be 
important for the Club that we adequately represent the major players of all the 
diverse venues of the Tourism industry.  This industry is changing very rapidly 
especially with the advent of new and better information technology making it 
possible for every guest to act as his or her own travel expert.  The exchange of 
ideas, methods and experiences by our members help all of us to evolve with the 
trends as well as ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎέ.  Pierre aŘŘǎ άLn 2010, we 
anticipate welcoming 20 new members whose experience and know how will add 
even greater depth to ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǎŎŜƴŜΦέ 
 
For more information on how to become a member, please consult the Montreal 
Skål International Club web site at: www.sicanada.org/montreal. 
 

 
 
Le Conseil du Club Skål International de Montréal pour 2010. 
Assis, de gauche à droite :  Éric Douay, Pierre de Léséleuc 
Debout :  Michel DŀǊƴƛŜǊΣ bƻǊƳŀƴŘ CƻǊǘƛŜǊΣ !ƭƭŀƴ 5Ω{ƻǳȊŀΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ YƛƭƭƛƴƎŜǊΣ DƛƭƭŜǎ 5ƻǳŎŜǘ 
Absent :  Stewart Rubin 

 

http://www.sicanada.org/montreal
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Le Club Skål International de Montréal fait le bilan  
de sa 60ième ŀƴƴŞŜ ŘΩŀŎǘƛǾƛǘŞǎ Ŝǘ ǇǊŞǇŀǊŜ ǎƻƴ ŀǾŜƴƛǊΦ 

 
Toute une année pour le Club Skål International de Montréal! 
Sous la Présidence de Pierre de Léséleuc, le Club Skål de Montréal a célébré ses 60 
ans en tant que représentant privilégié des acteurs du milieu touristique.  Le premier 
Club fondé au Canada le 8  mars 1949, le Club Skål International Montréal regroupe 
tout près de 60 membres décideurs issus des compagnies aériennes, agences de 
voyages, hôtels, organisations touristiques, écoles à vocation touristiques et autres 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴŀƴǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘƛǉǳŜΦ 
 
нллф ŀǳǊŀ Ǿǳ ƭΩƛƴǘǊƻƴƛǎŀǘƛon de 15 nouveaux membres et une célébration notable de 
ses soixante ans en présence des collègues du Club Skål International de la ville de 
Québec au mois de mars au Marriott Château Champlain.  Le Club fut également le 
premier au Canada à accepter un membre sous la bannière nouvellement crée de 
« Jeune Skål ». 
 
9ƴ Ǉƭǳǎ Řǳ ǘƻǳǊƴƻƛ ŘŜ ƎƻƭŦ ŀƴƴǳŜƭ ǉǳƛ ǎΩŜǎǘ ŘŞǊƻǳƭŞ ŀǳ /ƭǳō ŘŜ DƻƭŦ ŘŜ [ƻǊŀƛƴŜ Ŝƴ 
juin, les réunions mensuelles du Club  ont été bien suivies par plus de 70% des 
membres tout au long de 2009. 
 
En janvier 2010, un nouveau conseil à été nommé.  Pierre de Léséleuc fut reconduit 
au poste de Président du Club avec Stewart Rubin comme Vice-président, Gilles 
Doucet comme Trésorier et Secrétaire exécutif, Michel Garnier en tant que 
responsable des relations publiques et communications, Christine Killinger 
ǊŜǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŀƴǘŜ ŀǳ {L/!b ό{ƪňƭ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀύΣ  !ƭŀƴ 5Ω{ƻǳȊŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜǳǊ ŀǳ 
comité du Bien-être, Éric Douay au service aux membres et Normand Fortier, 
directeur du comité des présences. 
 
Que nous réserve 2010? 
« Les défis sont nombreux » nous dit Pierre de Léséleuc.  « Il est important pour le 
Club que nous représentions les acteurs principaux de tous les éléments de 
ƭΩƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘƛǉǳŜΦ  /ŜǘǘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜ ǎŜ ƳŞǘŀƳƻǊǇƘƻǎŜ ŘŜǇǳƛǎ ƭΩŀǾŝƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ 
nƻǳǾŜŀǳȄ ƳƻŘŜǎ ŘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŘΩƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŞŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƴƻǎ ƳŜƳōǊŜǎ 
permettent à tous de se tenir au courant des nouveaux développements ».  Et  
tƛŜǊǊŜ ŘΩŀƧƻǳǘŜǊ ζ Au cours de 2010 nous anticipons accueillir 20 nouveaux membres 
afin de diversifier les points de vue et les expériences ».   
 
tƻǳǊ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘΩƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǊ ƭŜǎ ƳƻŘŀƭƛǘŞǎ ŘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǾŜǳƛƭƭŜȊ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜǊ ƭŜ ǎƛǘŜ 
web du Club Skål International de Montréal au www.sicanada.org/montreal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 

 
 

Skål International 
Toronto North - Hotel 
Association of Canada 
2010  
 
The Honourable Rob Moore, Minister of 
State Small Business & Tourism, and Frank 
Vismeg, Managing Director of Hilton Garden 
Inn and President of Skål International 
Toronto North, during the Hotel Association 
of Canada 2010 Annual Conference & 
Tradeshow held in Toronto, exchanged ideas 

to bring new business to Canada and to the bid for 2013 Skål International World Congress 
in Victoria, British Columbia. 
 
Frank Vismeg, Managing Director of Hilton Garden Inns and President of Skål International 
Toronto North congratulating The Honourable Rob Moore, Minister of State Small Business 
& Tourism on his new appointment and Tony Pollard, President of Hotel Association of 
Canada and member of Skål International Ottawa. The Minister Moore has addressed, with 
innovative ideas and vision, the Conference delegates during the Hotel Association of 
Canada 
2010 Annual Conference at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Skål International Saskatoon 
 

 
Tourism Saskatoon Achieves Destination Marketing 

Accreditation 
 

(Saskatoon, SK ï Canada Friday, December 11, 2009) -  DMAI 

(Destination Marketing Association International (DMAI) announced today that 

Tourism Saskatoon has been awarded accreditation from the Destination 

Marketing Accreditation Program (DMAP).   DMAP is an international accreditation 

program developed by the Washington, DC based Destination Marketing 

Association International (DMAI).  In earning the DMAP accreditation, destination 

marketing organizations (DMOs) communicate to their community, buyers and 

potential visitors that their DMO has attained a significant measure of excellence.   
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“Tourism Saskatoon is honoured to receive the Destination Marketing 

Accreditation from DMAP,” said Todd Brandt, CEO and President of the Tourism 

Saskatoon.   “We are very pleased to be recognized in the destination marketing 

community for providing outstanding services in accordance with international 

standards and benchmarks in this field.”  Brandt also notes, “There are less than 

101 destinations world-wide that have earned this designation, and one of only 

four in Canada.” 

 

“By applying for and receiving DMAP accreditation, Tourism Saskatoon has 

demonstrated a commitment to quality programs and services, said Diana 

Lawson, FCDME, DMAP Board Chair.  “We are proud to recognize these 

organizations for their achievement.  These DMOs‟ operations and business 

practices have conformed to 16 domains ranging from governance to sales to 

innovation.  Their accreditation underscores their dedication to providing 

exceptional leadership and commitment to the professionalism of DMOs across 

the globe.”  

 

*Tourism Saskatoon is a membership-based business organization with the 

majority of revenues coming from the private sector. It has a 15 member Board 

of Directors, including two city councillors, and a staff of 14 experts to help you 

meet just about any tourism goal. Most of their funding comes from owner 

groups such as the Hotels Association, investors and its 460 business members. 

 

DMAP accreditation standards cover a wide variety of topics including 

governance, finance, management, human resources, technology, visitor 

services, group services, sales, communications, membership, brand 

management, destination development, research/market intelligence, innovation 

and stakeholder relationships. 

 

Submitted by Saskatoon Skålleagues: 

Todd Brandt 

President and CEO, Tourism Saskatoon 

Terry Verbeke, Communications Director 

Skål International Saskatoon 

 

 

 

 Skål International Victoria 

Note from Editor:  This is a late file but important – my apologies for missing it in 

the last newsletter. 

Twinning: Building Bridges between Clubs and Countries  
October 6/09 Seattle, WA, 

USA 

President Skål Victoria Alison 

Partridge and President Skål 

Seattle Linda Bott 
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On a beautiful balmy evening Skål International Seattle and Skål International Victoria held a twinning 

ceremony.  The setting at “Daniel’s” on Lake Union was stunning and the food excellent.  About 60 

Skålleagues attended with 7 travelling from Victoria to Seattle for the event.  “We have been trying to do 

this for a long time now”, said Skål Seattle President Linda Botts.  “We are all too busy”, echoed Skål 

Victoria President Alison Partridge.  Both agreed that into the future there would be lots of ideas on how the 

two destinations can partner to develop tourism regionally.  They were already talking about convening a 

regional Skål meeting to include the whole area known as Cascadia and which encompasses clubs both side 

of the Canada/US border. 

A very successful raffle raised close to USD500 donated to Ronald McDonald House where Skål Seattle 

was hosting a dinner for the residents in the near future.  The raffle prizes were 6 pairs of the Vancouver 

2010 Olympic Mittens donated by Skål Victoria.  They were a hit.  It was a great night and as David Rooper, 

Skål Victoria SICAN rep said, “Let’s have another drink.  It is a shame this has to end......” 

 

Submitted by Alison Partridge 

President, Skål International Victoria 

victoria.skal@gmail.com 

www.victoriaskal.com 

 

International Congress 2009 
 

 

Canadian Skål International 

attendees welcomed to 

Canadian Reception in 

Budapest the special guest His 

Excellency, Canadian 

Ambassador Pierre Guimond 

(second from right) who 

addressed the delegates from 

across Canada, including 

Ambassador read the message 

from Honourable Lisa Raitt, 

Minister of Natural 

Resources, who extend best 

wishes and greetings on 

behalf of the Government of 

Canada for the 70th Skål 

International World Congress. 

Incoming President of Skål 

Toronto North, Frank Vismeg 

has made the arrangements with Canadian Ambassador in Budapest to attend the event and the letter for this 

occasion from Minister Raitt. 

 

mailto:victoria.skal@gmail.com
http://www.victoriaskal.com/
http://www.skal.org/

